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ROSEMEAD’S VERY OWN
“NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH"

RHS KEY Club members
didn’t, as some rumors as-
sert, actually start Rose-
mead’s Neighborhood
Watch program. But they,
with their Kiwanis Advisor
Bill Miller, did take it to a
new level in the early to
mid nineteen nineties.

This month’s opening of a
Public Safety Center in
South Rosemead may
open the door to a revival
of what happened then.

According to Sheriff's Dep-
uty Doug Jewett, who has
coordinated the program
for twelve years, the RHS
KEY Clubbers’ involve-
ment occurred in neighbor-
hoods where

e RHS Key Club
members resided
and

¢ Interested citizens
had been re-
cruited to be Block
Captains.

Frequently these captains
came from Mr. Miller’s
congregation (he was Pas-
tor of the Methodist-
affiliated Mission Commu-
nity Church in Rosemead).

It is unclear if other re-
ligious congregations
helped as well, but
they may have — Pas-
tor Miller was a leader
of Rosemead’s Inter-
faith Council.

KEY CLUB WATCH
HISTORY

The KEY Club mem-
bers assisted in a two-
fold manner. They first
helped take Neighbor-
hood Watch surveys to
familiarize the target
neighborhoods with
the concept and deter-
mine interest. This was
done by teams of KEY
Club members actually
living on the block,
typically 20-25 resi-
dences. The goal was
to find at least a half
dozen residents willing
to come to a meeting.

The KEY Clubbers
next helped invite
neighbors to local
block meetings where
they then served as
hosts and hostesses,
even translating for
those who could not
speak English.

According to Jewett,
this translation abil-
ity was critical in
making the efforts
so successful.

Various crime fight-
ing materials, sup-
plied by the Sheriff's
Department, typi-
cally were distrib-
uted by Jewett or
one of his fellow offi-
cers.

After the meeting
the program was ac-
tivated, with the City
of Rosemead erect-
ing signs on the af-
fected blocks.

Miller was central to
this. After his retire-
ment KEY Club in-
volvement in the
Neighborhood
Watch program
gradually faded.
Changing commu-
nity demographics
further reduced par-
ticipation. Of the
over 120 Neighbor-
hood Watch units
which were estab-
lished, only around

(To “Watch” - p. 3)
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RKC SOAP REPORT — July, 2006

(SOAP = “Supported Organizations and Projects” of the Rosemead Kiwanis Club; for information on K-family groups
and partners mentioned here please see links on the right side of the rosemeadkiwanis.org website home page)

NEW AKTION CLUB

Formal chartering of
the Rosemead Kiwanis

will be live entertain-
ment, hot dogs, pop-
corn, lemonade,
clowns and more!

AWARDS

Rosemead Kiwanis this
year has received two
awards for its efforts in  sponsored Lincoln
helping with Rose- Training Center Aktion
mead’s after school pro- Club is anticipated in
gram, reports Club September. It will
President Ernie Ayala. likely start with ten

BLOOD DRIVE

The Mission Care
Home blood drive ,
held June 29, resulted
in donation of 16 pints
after screening, accord-
ing to the Care Home’s
Chris Quesada.

Five days later, on
Thursday, September
28, this activity will be
followed by a “Sock

Details on Los Angeles
County’s chronic short-
age of blood donors
(common in urban
areas) were featured
in the June, 2006, is-
sue of the RKC Re-
porter.

The drive was con-
ducted in conjunction
with the Rosemead
Chamber of Commerce
and Rosemead Ki-
wanis. If it becomes an
annual event more ef-
fort will be put into pub-
licity next year.

The first was the
Golden Apple award
from the Garvey
School District
awarded annually
for support of the
school district.

The second was
awarded by the
Garvey District PTA
association at the
nomination of the
Willard Elementary
School for our ef-
forts in February’s
Literary Circus.

members, according to
Club advisor Mario
Manzano.

FREE SEPT SOCIALS

California Mission Inn
residents enjoy mixing
with the community—
and will be hosting two
events in September.

The first will be a “Fun
Faire and Antique Car
Show” from 10:00 am
to 2:00 pm on Satur-
day, September 23.

In addition to a variety
of classic cars there

Hop” from 6:30 pm to
9:00 pm. In addition to
the chance to dance to
favorite tunes, there
will be “delicious hors
d’oeuvres, refresh-
ments and live enter-
tainment.”

Members and friends
of all K-Family Clubs
and the Rosemead
community are wel-
come at both events,
and the best news is
that there is no admis-
sion or cover charge
for either one!

AFTER-SCHOOL FUNDING BILL (SB 638)
TO BE HEARD AUGUST 9

After months of waiting, SB 638 (Torlakson), the funding bill to implement Prop 49
mandates relative to after school programs, will be heard in the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee, Wednesday, August 9, according to a bulletin from the After
School Alliance.

According to the California School Age Consortium, “The importance of this bill can-
not be overstated. The crucial and necessary changes this bill contains will better
administer After School Safety and Education (ASES) funds derived from Proposition
49; changes that have been long-sought by the after school field. It is important
this bill passes the Assembly Appropriations Committee and quickly gets to the floor
for a vote.”
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The KEY Clubs whose
members come from
South Rosemead, the

volved in Neighborhood 5.1 arars website. interim, Watch mem-  communications, and
Watch program. This bers simply are aware raising the level of
was because the high  As noted in the box be-  of whom to call if awareness on crime
schools and sponsoring low, Neighborhood something unusual prevention.
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Neighborhood Watch
activity begins with ini-
The more common pat-  tial housekeeping —

“It would be great to tern has been an initial inventorying the

have them involved interest and then things  names and special
again,” Jewett states.  become quiet unless a  sjtuations on the (To “Watch” p. 4)

based groups, home-
owners' associations,
business groups and
PTAs.”

Club/Neighborhood Sheriff's Department.
Watch partnership.

Neighborhood Watch units can do more than just pass out litera-
ture and monitor unusual activity. They can also serve as

“a springboard for many other efforts to address the
causes of crime, reduce crime and improve
neighborhood conditions including youth recreation,
child care, economic development, senior citizen ac-
tivities, affordable housing and community beautifi-
cation.”

-- New York State Attorney General’s Website
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WARNING

RLL SUSPICIOUS PERSONS AND ACTIVITIES
ARE IMMEDIATELY REPORTED T
DUR POLICE DEPARTMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

WE LOOK OUT FOR EACH OTHER!™

i

“Watch” - (from p. 3)

The similarity of these
recommendations to the
objectives and desired
support network for Ki-
wanis after school pro-
gram is striking. This is
why participation by
KEY (and possibly
Builders) Clubbers in

Neighborhood Watch
units on their block was
such a natural fit.

A possible catalyst for
revived Neighborhood
Watch activity is this
month’s dedication of
the $300,000 Zapopan
Safety Center in South
Rosemead.

According to the
Pasadena Star News,
“The center will pro-
vide facilities for local
law enforcement of-
fices and federal
agencies, as well as
space for Neighbor-
hood Watch meetings
and safety training for
law enforcement per-
sonnel and community
members.”

Bill Miller, his congre-
gation and the KEY
Club (along with other
faith based groups
who were also in-
volved) of his day un-
derstood and saw all
this years ago.

His successors in
2006 now have a
chance to resume his
good work, this time in
conjunction with the
After School program
and other community
efforts with which Ki-
wanis is involved.

KIWANIS AREA CLUB MEETINGS

There are regular meetings of other Kiwanis clubs in our area, including
those listed below. For current information see our Rosemead Kiwanis web-
site under 'Meetings' at RosemeadKiwanis.org.

e Alhambra

¢ Altadena/Crown City

® El Monte

* Montebello

* Monterey Park
e Pasadena

Pico Rivera

San Gabriel

San Marino
Sierra Madre
South El Monte
South Pasadena
Temple City
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KIWANIS
‘We Build’

Over the years
Kiwanis themes

have included:

e Business
?  Mutual Aid

e Young
Children

e Education

e Spiritual De-
velopment

e« Economic
Education

« Community
Health and
Recreation

e Developmen-

tally

Challenged
« Parent Edu-

cation
'Helping and

changing the
world—one per-
son and one
community at a
time'



